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Chapter German population unless any person specifically de-
__1    sired to remain a German, the assent of Germany being
obtained by the promise inter alia to permit for certain
purposes the use of the German language. Yet the
action of the Union was only really consistent with the
idea of exercising sovereignty over the territory, and
this was revealed in the controversy over the use of the
term which has already been mentioned. What is sur-
prising is the fact that the Mandates Commission at
one time realised that its action in accepting naturalisa-
tion would be a distinct impetus to assumption of
sovereignty and yet was so displeased at the use of the
term.
The Bondekwarts episode produced a certain strain
between the Mandates Commission and the League
Union Government; only special pleading can justify
the attitude of the Union in the matter, though the
difficulties of its position were great, seeing that it held
a view of native rights very different from that of the
Mandates Commission. To this friction may be ascribed
the acerbity with which the Dominions opposed the
terms of the questionnaire which in 1926 the Commis-
sion desired to have used in eliciting information from
them as to their policy towards the mandated territory.
Sir A. Chamberlain was induced to support their objec-
tions and the proposal was dropped, though other
mandatory powers saw no objection to giving the in-
formation desired, and in fact the Dominions have
regularly sent most of what was asked for, revealing
the artificial character of their protests in 1926. Much
more reasonable was their objection to the Commission
attempting to hear petitioners against the mandatory
power in person, a procedure which would have un-